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of different ways,” Sparks said. “A lot
of employers are looking for flexibility in what you do. I really think it
depends on the employer and what
they’re looking for, but I do think it
more accurately depicts what our
students have when they walk out
the door.”
This change will be implemented officially this fall, and incoming
freshman will now have the choice
to audition for the major most specific to their interest. Students who
will be returning to the program will
be offered the choice to stick with
their original majors of theatre and
dance, or switch to one of the new
majors that applies to them.
Arecchi believes this change will
make the program at JMU more

Announced at the end of last week,
JMU’s Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life
(FSL) has suspended alcohol consumption
at fraternity and sorority events for the rest
of the semester.
“Over the past few weeks, we have seen
an escalation in high-risk behavior at student parties,” Bill Wyatt, JMU’s associate
director of communications and deputy
university spokesman, said in an email.
“Fraternity and Sorority Life feels that it is
best to hit the pause button as we head into
the summer break.”
Wyatt also said that, during this time,
JMU will review its policies and procedures
about encouraging responsible behavior
and student safety. The suspension applies
to just organizations under FSL, and Wyatt
said that FSL is working with its staff and
fraternity and sorority advisers to make
sure that the organizations are complying
with the rule.
The organizations are still allowed to
have social events, but without alcohol.
According to Wyatt, the suspension isn’t
related to the death of Marisa Curlen, a
JMU sophomore and member of Alpha
Phi who passed away on April 17.
FSL’s alcohol policies, as listed online
and updated fall 2013, say that the possession, use and consumption of alcohol
while on the organization’s premises, during an official event or in any situation
endorsed by the organization should be in

see MAJORS, page 4

see ALCOHOL, page 4
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The $68 million Forbes Center houses the School of Theatre and Dance, which will undergo changes next semester.
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By JESSICA NEWMAN
The Breeze

Every 10 years, the JMU School
of Theatre and Dance goes through
a formal accreditation process with
the National Association of Schools
of Dance and National Association of
Schools of Theatre.
During this accreditation process,
experts in the accreditation organizations meet with faculty from the
department and provide feedback.
At the most recent meeting, which
Kate Arecchi, associate professor and
musical theatre program coordinator, believes was during the 2013-14
school year, it was recommended
that it expand the number of majors
offered to students.
The curriculum currently used to
only offers a degree in theatre and

dance with a choice of three concentrations: dance, musical theatre
and theatre. Now, the School of Theatre and Dance will make each one of
these concentrations its own major.
The change was approved at the
April 10 Board of Visitors meeting.
“It’s more of an administrative
change in a way, because the programs themselves actually didn’t
change significantly,” Arecchi said.
“This way is just more accurate.”
According to George Sparks, dean
of the College of Visual and Performing Arts, most other schools structure
their curriculum this way. All of the
majors will be under one school and
students will now be able to pick the
major most specific to their interest,
an aspect that Sparks thinks is a benefit in the real world.
“I think you can look at it in a lot

A ‘Good’ game

Freshman pitcher Megan Good throws no-hitter as Dukes extend win streak to 31
Football plays annual spring
game at Bridgeforth Stadium
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By BENNETT CONLIN
The Breeze

Not even a stretch of cold, rainy weather could cool
off the red-hot JMU softball team this past weekend.
The No. 22-ranked Dukes improved their record to
40-6 overall, 17-0 Colonial Athletic Association with
a series sweep of Elon University (26-20 overall, 8-10
CAA) at Veterans Memorial Park.
With the three wins the Dukes also improved their
win streak to 31 games. They haven’t lost since giving
up a late lead to Stony Brook University on March 8.
The Dukes took the games against Elon by scores of
9-1 and 9-0 in a doubleheader on Saturday and 8-0
on Sunday.
On Sunday afternoon, freshman pitcher Megan
Good drew most of the attention as she pitched the
first no-hitter of her career while improving her record
to 24-0 on the season. It was the fourth no-hitter in
program history.
The Dukes also clinched at least a share of the CAA
regular-season title and will host the CAA Championship May 6-8.
Good continues to have a standout freshman season for the Dukes as she is batting .392 at the plate and
her ERA dropped to 0.88.
Junior catcher Erica Field said she enjoys catching
for the freshman and especially enjoyed her performance in the series finale against Elon.
“They couldn’t touch her, she was hitting her spots
really well,” Field said.
Good focused on just taking the game step by step
and trying to help her team get another win.
“I don’t really think about it,” Good said. “One batter at a time.”

MALINA SCACCHI / CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER

Megan Good threw the fourth no-hitter in JMU histroy and improved her record to 24-0 on the season.

The Dukes share the mindset of taking care of business one step at a time. They try not to let big events
like winning streaks or no-hitters take their focus off
steadily improving through practicing.
“We’re being very focused in practice,” head coach
Mickey Dean said. “The only number we care about

is the next one.”
With the postseason rapidly approaching, the
Dukes know they still have improvements to
make in order to make serious noise nationally.
see SOFTBALL, page 11

Following the beat
JMU’s steel drum band welcomes all students to learn and perform regardless of musical experience
By HOLLY WARFIELD
The Breeze

Instruments resembling hefty metal barrels and giant
serving bowls fill the Anthony-Seeger stage. Light scatters
around the room as the ceiling lights reflect off the large
drums and students begin to play an upbeat melody that
might remind you of a Caribbean vacation.
“There’s sort of a disconnect in terms of this big, hunky
metal barrel that’s actually making these beautiful sounds,”
Michael Overman, the director of JMU’s steel drum band,
said. “Lots of people wonder where the thing plugs in or
how it’s doing that, but you just hit [the drum] in a good
spot and you get a wonderful sound.”
JMU’s steel drum band played in the Anthony-Seeger
auditorium on Sunday, April 19 as a benefit concert for the
Shenandoah Valley Bach Festival. The group consists of
33 students and plays four to five concerts each semester.
What’s different about this musical ensemble is students
don’t have to have musical knowledge to join.

From marketing to health sciences, the ensemble consists of students in all areas of the academic spectrum.
“I’ve had bands where I have [freshman] science majors
who have never played a musical instrument before and
I have graduate music students who have been playing
piano for as long as that freshman has been alive, and it
works just fine because, you know, nobody knows where
the B-flat is,” Overman said. “They’re both on the same
page.”
The band started in 1998 as the Percussion Improv
Group and has since grown from three instruments to
14. Overman created two separate ensembles, “The Little Kids” and “The Big Kids,” to separate those who have
already been a part of the ensemble for at least a semester and those who have never played a steel drum before.
Since he came to JMU in 2000, Overman has only had two
students with steel drum experience prior to taking the
see DRUMS, page 9
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Sarah-Marie Wood (left), Gabrielle Reimann and Kat Call play together in MUAP 354,
Percussion Ensemble class. The class prepares students to perform for audiences.
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ACROSS
1 Flat-topped hill
5 Bash thrower
9 Arctic or Antarctic
14 “Are you asleep
yet?” response
15 Not tricked by
16 Modeler’s wood
17 Color named for
a fruit
19 Like a mosquito
bite
20 “Ah-oo-gah” horn
21 __ rally
23 Howls at the
moon
24 “Hold on a __”
25 Seek the
affections of
27 Stop producing
opportunities, as
a financial
market
29 Prefix with red
31 What a musty
room needs
34 Ancient invader
of Rome
37 Legendary Lady
Godiva watcher
39 Converse
competitor
40 Gets rid of, as
weight
41 Park path
42 Stiff from
horseback riding
44 Soon, quaintly
45 Set aside a day
for
46 Word before
house or plant
48 Oafs
50 Tyke
51 Eric Stonestreet’s
“Modern Family”
role
54 New Zealand
fruit
56 Affirmative vote
58 Pepsi competitor
60 Slip past
62 Clumsy ... or
what the ends of
17-, 37- and 42Across are?
64 Judge’s hammer
65 Jacob’s first wife
66 Lewd material
67 Go on tiptoe
68 Like centerfolds
69 Glazed Easter
meats
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By Mark Bickham

DOWN
1 Does a farm job
2 Author Zola
3 “Poison” plant
4 Peak
5 Cornucopia
6 “__ Life to Live”
7 Dance move
8 Got into shape,
with “up”
9 __-Wan Kenobi
10 Agile thief
11 Yosemite
monolith popular
with rock
climbers
12 Pale as a ghost
13 Negative votes
18 Red-carpet
garment
22 Commendable
26 Black-and-white
cookies
28 Yang counterpart
29 “That never
occurred to me”
30 Ancient
storyteller
32 Forbidden act
33 Fed. agents
34 Quick inhalation
35 Running track
shape

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

Thursday’s puzzle solved
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36 Seaside disaster
cause
38 1995 Reform
Party founder
43 Singer Reed
47 Engrave on
glass, say
49 Makes watertight
51 Punctuation
mark in large
numbers
52 Scrapbook

4/27/15

53 Supports for
sails
54 Tapped beer
holders
55 Tennis great
Lendl
57 Out of the wind
59 Like an easy job,
slangily
61 Moose relative
63 Southern Cal.
airport
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Nepal earthquake
Mexico holds North
kills more than 1,800 Korean freighter

Turkey recalls 100
years of pain

Yemen still claiming
civilian casualties

Los Angeles Times

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

McClatchy Foreign Staff

TUXPAN, Mexico — The cargo holds
were empty and the 430-foot-long North
Korean freighter Mu Du Bong was riding
high in the water when the vessel slammed
into a coral reef in Mexican waters in the Gulf
of Mexico last July 14, thudding to a halt.
The freighter did more than tear up staghorn and elkhorn coral. It also crashed into
U.N. sanctions that have trapped it in the
hands of the Mexican government.
Salvage vessels pulled the freighter
off the reef 12 days later and brought it to
port in Tuxpan, where it’s been idle for nine
months, moored to a wharf on the Tuxpan
River. North Korea has declined to repatriate
the 33 crew members, and they occasionally
can be seen fishing off the freighter’s deck.
Earlier this month, North Korea’s deputy
representative to the United Nations made
some slightly menacing remarks demanding that Mexico terminate what he called a
“complete abnormal situation.”
“We will take necessary measures to
make the ship leave immediately,” envoy
An Myong Hun said at a news conference
April 8 in New York.
It’s an odd standoff in a corner of the
world far from North Korea and the chambers of the U.N., where diplomats knowingly
mention 1718, 1874 and 2094, the Security
Council resolutions aimed at shutting down
North Korea’s nuclear program and reining
in its weapons proliferation efforts.

ISTANBUL — In a message to Armenians on the centennial of the mass
deportations and massacres during
World War I, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said Friday that Turkey
recognizes “the sorrowful events” of a
century ago.
In a message read by a senior cleric at
a packed requiem Mass at Istanbul’s Holy
Mother of God Church, Erdogan said, “I
sincerely share your pain.”
It fell far short of the apology that
Armenians have demanded, but the setting — a memorial service for those who
died in the mass expulsions that began
in 1915 — gave it far more significance
than the words alone.
The service was historic — the first
such Mass on the Armenian remembrance day — and among those
attending was Volkan Bozkir, Turkey’s
European Union affairs minister. It came
one day after the Armenian Apostolic
Church in Armenia canonized en masse
the “martyrs” killed in the expulsions.
Records of the Armenian Apostolic
Church, the biggest Armenian church,
show 1.9 million members before the
slaughter. Today, according to Erdogan,
there are only 40,000 permanent residents of Armenian descent in Turkey
and 40,000 temporary workers from
Armenia.

GENEVA — Despite Saudi Arabia’s
claims to have halted its air offensive over
Yemen, Saudi bombing runs have killed
dozens of civilians in recent days, United
Nations officials said Friday.
“We have recorded a number of airstrikes that have hit military and civilian
positions in Sanaa, Ibb, Hajja and Taiz,”
Rupert Coleville, spokesman for the U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights,
told reporters.
He said one incident on Wednesday
in Ibb governorate killed 40 civilians,
including seven children, when Saudi
planes bombed a bridge then returned
and bombed the bridge a second time.
“Civilians gathering to help those
injured by the first airstrikes were reportedly hit by the second,” Colville said.
Similarly, the U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
reported that airstrikes on Thursday hit
areas in Sanaa, the Yemeni capital, as well
as Taiz, Aden, Sadaa and Al Dhale governorates. The airport in Aden was also
bombed, the agency said.
In recent weeks, U.N. officials and
human rights groups have warned that
targeting of civilians not taking part in
hostilities may amount to war crimes.

KATHMANDU, Nepal — The most
powerful earthquake to hit Nepal in
CHARLEE VASILIADIS
more than eight decades roared across
the impoverished mountain kingdom
AD DESIGNERS
just before noon Saturday, killing more
CAROLINE DAVIS
than 1,800 people, far away as India and
Bangladesh, and devastating a crowded
ADRIENNE ELIAS
base camp at Mount Everest.
KAITLYN ROCCHICCIOLI
Signature buildings collapsed in the
ancient Old Kathmandu quarter of the
Download our
mobile app at
capital, including the Dharahara Tower,
breezejmu.org.
a 200-foot-tall structure built in 1832.
Emergency response officials said at
least 60 tourists were buried while visiting the popular site at the busiest time
/TheBreezeJMU
of day. Other historic buildings in Kathmandu Valley’s UNESCO-designated
heritage sites were also damaged or
destroyed by the magnitude 7.8 temblor,
including Patan Durbar Square.
“Responders are trying to dig people
@TheBreezeJMU
out,” said Prajana W. Pradham of the CARE
relief agency. “This quake was so big.”
Officials warned that the death toll
was likely to increase dramatically, to as
many as 10,000, as emergency response
@breezejmu
crews reach more remote areas of the
country of 28 million.
On Saturday evening, Kathmandu,
a city of 1 million, was turned into a
teeming tent community where surviyoutube.com/breezevideo vors dragged their mattresses to sleep
outdoors.
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NATIONAL NEWS
US may revamp
Transgender allies see Things to know about
hostage-rescue program Jenner interview
ice cream and listeria

Guilty verdicts reached
in FAMU hazing case

Tribune Washington Bureau

Los Angeles Times

McClatchy Washington Bureau

Orlando Sentinel

WASHINGTON —
 The White House is considering revamping its overseas hostage-rescue
program after CIA drone strikes that mistakenly
killed an American and an Italian held captive
by terrorists in Pakistan, the latest incident to
reveal gaps in U.S. counterterrorism efforts.
A key proposal would create an interagency task force to better coordinate efforts by
the FBI, the Pentagon, State Department and
intelligence agencies to find and free abduction victims, including a Pennsylvania woman
who is believed to be a Taliban captive in
Afghanistan.
The proposed shift follows a series of highprofile failures, including a botched U.S.
commando raid in December in Yemen during which the captors killed two hostages, an
American and a South African. Several attempts
to rescue Americans held by the ISIL group in
Syria also failed, and masked militants beheaded three of them last fall.

LOS ANGELES — When Bruce Jenner revealed
to Diane Sawyer what many had already speculated — that the 1976 Olympic champion now
publicly identifies as a woman — nearly 17 million people were watching.
It was a groundbreaking event for the athlete
turned reality star, and for an estimated 700,000
transgender Americans.
“It’s become a national teachable moment,”
Mara Keisling, executive director for the Washington, D.C.-based National Center for Transgender
Equality, said. “Somebody made us realize we
weren’t alone.”
During the two-hour interview on ABC’s
“20/20,” an initially nervous and teary Jenner
told Sawyer, “For all intents and purposes, I am
a woman.”
The show scored a 5.2 rating — about four times
higher than typical among viewers in the 18 to 49
age group on a Friday night, according to figures
from Nielsen.

WASHINGTON — With another recall of ice
cream announced Friday over fears of listeria
contamination —
 the third in four months —

consumers are wondering whether it’s safe to
indulge in their favorite summer treat.
Here are five things you need to know about
ice cream and listeria:
— What brands have been recalled so far?
There have been three major ice cream
recalls for listeria contamination in recent
months, starting with Snoqualmie Ice Cream,
a Washington state company that issued a voluntary recall in December for all its products
produced from Jan. 1, 2014, until Dec. 21, 2014.
At least two illnesses have been linked to Snoqualmie’s recalled products.
On Monday, Blue Bell Creameries recalled all
of its products currently on the market, which
include ice cream, frozen yogurt, sherbet and
frozen snacks.

ORLANDO — The convictions Friday of three
former Florida A&M University band members in
the 2011 hazing death of a fellow percussionist represent the end of the state’s prosecution against all
the students involved in the case.
But for Pam and Robert Champion Sr. — the
victim’s parents — the fight is not over. They want
to see a harsher punishment than what has previously been given for the death of their son, Robert
Champion.
“A strong message needs to be sent [about hazing],” Pam Champion said shortly after the judge
read the guilty verdicts on manslaughter and felony hazing charges. “And there are consequences.
We have to get the message out. For some reason
these people are not getting it.”
A jury took nearly three hours to convict the
band members after four days of testimony.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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Students help provide essentials
Organization hopes to become a nonprofit and help Ethiopian orphanage

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) is
deploying a disaster assistance response
team to the region of Nepal, India and
Bangladesh after a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck on Saturday, impacting
more than 6.6 million people, with death
tolls in the thousands, and causing widespread damage and destruction.
The agency is also providing $1 million in emergency assistance and is
activating an urban search and rescue
team to assist disaster experts.
The earthquake hit northwest of Kathmandu, Nepal’s capital, and has caused
numerous buildings to collapse, making
some roads impassable. In addition, an
avalanche in the Mount Everest region
was also triggered.
USAID staff located in Bangkok,
Thailand, and Washington, D.C., are
monitoring the situation in coordination of the region’s disaster relief officers.
“The American people have a proud
and generous history of providing help
during times of crisis,” the organization
said in a statement. “USAID remains
committed to helping the people of
Nepal and the region during this difficult time.”
JMU

Students work together
to produce electricity
Students from New York, Massachusetts, Maryland, Rhode Island, Ohio and
Virginia came together at JMU Saturday
for the 2015 Eastern Regional KidWind
Challenge.
In the event, which was held at the
Integrated Science and Technology
building, students constructed and tested wind turbines, according to Public
Affairs Coordinator Eric Gorton.
Teams that placed first, second and
third won prizes of $750, $500 and $250.
In order to win, they tried to build a turbine that produced the most electricity
in volts.
The competition was organized by
JMU hospitality, engineering and ISAT
students with the goal of promoting,
informing and engaging students in
wind energy and was sponsored by
Dominion Virginia Power. To qualify
for the competition, students had to win
challenges in their state.

mark owen / The Breeze

Sophomore international affairs major Obsitu Ahemed (left), sophomore international affairs major Hewan Mengsteab, junior marketing major Mariam
Bekele and sophomore international affairs major Morgan Byrd work with Fostering Abyssinia to help provide supplies for an Ethiopian orphanage.
By Amanda cascio
contibuting writer

Inspiration to make a difference comes
in many forms.
For sophomore international affairs
major Hewan Mengsteab, the desire to
serve others sparked from a week long visit
to Ethiopia, formerly referred to as “Abyssinia,” during her winter break. Mengsteab
and her aunt visited the orphanage Kibebe
Tsehay, which is in the capital city Addis
Ababa, on Jan. 6.
“I had never seen anything like it,” Mengsteab said. “It was like an old, run-down hut
with the cribs stacked like cages.”
After seeing the conditions of the orphanage, Mengsteab knew she wanted to help.
“I immediately went to the director and

asked what I could do,” Mengsteab said.
She was told that supplies were greatly
needed, especially diapers, blankets, gloves
and baby formula.
At the start of the spring semester,
Mengsteab sought advice from Yonathan
Admassu, an assistant professor for ecology and environmental science at JMU and
a mentor to her and her friends. From there,
they officially began the fundraising organization known as Fostering Abyssinia at the
end of February this year.
Fostering Abyssinia is still a small organization, with only five members. The
organization’s main goal is to raise money
to purchase supplies for Kibebe Tsehay in
hopes to better the lives of the children.
So far the organization has partnered
with the JMU African Student Association

on a panel about nonprofit organizations,
and participated in the Taste of Africa banquet on April 9th.
The banquet featured different aspects of
African culture, including fashion and food,
and Fostering Abyssinia contributed traditional Ethiopian dishes. The organization
has worked alongside several other organizations including Sigma Gamma Rho, a
historically African-American sorority, and
Sigma Alpha Omega, JMU’s only Christian
sorority. These organizations have helped
fundraising efforts and promoting awareness for Fostering Abyssinia.
Even still, the main concern of the organization is funding. So far, they have collected
about $250 in funding.
see orphanage, page 5

Harrisonburg

City to connect
through Instagram
Harrisonburg is attempting to stay connected to city residents through the use of
various social media platforms, including
the addition of Instagram, where it hopes
to connect through pictures, according to
Harrisonburg’s Public Information Officer Mary-Hope Vass.
“There are so many beautiful images
to showcase the city,” Vass said. “In addition to the scenery, this platform will be
used to feature the progress of projects,
various city facilities and general day-today operations that provide services to
the residents.”
The city’s account can be found
by searching HarrisonburgVA on
Instagram.

Textbook technicalities
JMU community considers the fairness of professors assigning books they’ve written
By Francisco Almenara-Dumur
contributing writer

When it came time to decide on a textbook for his
Discrete Structures course, computer science professor
Ramon Mata-Toledo saw the book he had in mind was
going to cost over $300. Instead of assigning it, he decided
to write extensive notes for the class, something not far
from his comfort zone, as he has written five textbooks.
Toledo is not alone in his experience writing textbooks;
many other professors have also decided to write their
own.
One of these professors is Daniel Flage, who teaches in
the Department of Philosophy and Religion.
Flage has written nine books, five of which are still in circulation. Of those five, he assigns two to his classes. One is
“The Art of Questioning: An Introduction to Critical Thinking,” a book he assigns as a general education requirement
that costs $145.09 new on Amazon.

Fairfax

Virginia Gov. helps
launch biomedical
research center
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe joined
Angel Cabrera, the president of George
Mason University, to help start the Institute for Advanced Biomedical Research, a
center that hopes to pursue some of society’s toughest medical questions.
“Biomedical research and biotechnology play a vital role in improving the lives
of our citizens and create opportunities
that are vital for the new Virginia economy,” McAuliffe said. “The institute will
create jobs and drive economic growth.
But more importantly, the work taking
place at this institute will improve lives,
cure disease and benefit us all.”
The $40 million, 75,000-square-foot
facility is partnering with community
hospitals, regional medical centers and
other research universities and researchers for GMU’s colleges will work together
to find advanced treatments for cancer,
heart disease and other life-threatening
illnesses.
“The public mission of this university
is central to everything we do,” Cabrera
said. “Along with educating students and
pursuing research of great societal importance, we see ourselves as an economic
and cultural engine in our region, and we
are committed to creating partnerships
that generate jobs, drive innovation and
fuel economic growth.”

“If I assign a book by professor
X, he gets the royalties. If
it’s me then I get the check.
Someone is going to get the
profits, why not let it be me?”
Daniel Flage

a professor in the Department
of Philosophy and Religion

Photo Illustration by erin williams / The Breeze

Many professors, including computer science professor Ramon Mata-Toledo, Daniel Flage, a
professor in the Department of Phlosophy and Religion, and history professor Micahel Seth
choose to assign books they’ve written for various reasons.

Though opinions vary, Flage doesn’t think there is a
conflict of interest that comes from professors assigning
their own books.
“If I assign a book by professor X, he gets the royalties. If
it’s me then I get the check,” Flage said. “Someone is going
to get the profits, why not let it be me?”
Toledo agrees with him, though his thin paperback
book costs around $20 new.
“I tell my students, I make 75 cents per book,” Toledo
said. “If you don’t want to buy the books, that’s fine, you
can just get me a soda.”
Even though he has also written two books, history professor Michael Seth said there is a conflict of interest when
professors assign their own textbooks.
“If you’re collecting royalties, you’re profiting from the
students,” Seth said.
Of 20 students stopped at random on both East Campus and main campus, eight said there was a conflict of
interest, even though most enjoyed the books assigned.
see textbooks, page 5
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MAJORS | Despite program changes, curriculum will remain the same

DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

The change will be implemented this fall, where incoming freshmen will have the choice to audition for the specific major that interests them. However, these majors will remain under one school.
from front

appealing to incoming students.
“From a recruiting standpoint, when students
are looking at the majors that we offer, I think it
was confusing for those who wanted to major in
dance or musical theatre — even though they
couldn’t find that in a major,” Arecchi said. “Now
being able to look and see that there’s a major in
what they want to major in just makes things less
complicated.”
As a result, the curriculum hasn’t changed

significantly, but last year there were a few
adjustments made within the concentrations
of the single major. The audition process to get
accepted into the major will not change, but the
program will get added classes, unrelated to the
major change.
According to Arecchi, the modifications to the
curriculum were made while the school was in the
process of transitioning from one major to three
separate majors.
“I think the students are fine with this change,”
Sparks said. “In fact, I think students will hardly

notice it.”
Sanibel Schneider, a sophomore musical theatre major, agrees and believes that the change
will benefit the department.
“It’s simply a way to clarify and reflect all the
work we have done in our specific concentrations by making it its own major,” Schneider said.
“I think it is a good thing for [the] department to
reflect the differences in curriculum between
dance, theatre and musical theatre.”
Although the changes within the curriculum
are minimal, students within the department are

eager to pursue a major that’s more specific to
their personal interest.
“If changing [the concentrations] to majors
creates any sort of barrier between [the three of
them], then it will definitely be a negative,” Chris
Bailey, a junior theatre major said. “But on the
contrary, if doing so will help define each major’s
focus, it could be a necessary step toward expanding the minds of all performance majors.”
CONTACT Jessica Newman at
newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu.

ALCOHOL | Increased restrictions may pose difficulties for Greek life
from front

compliance with all applicable state, province, county, city or university laws.
The policies also prohibit the purchase, serving or selling of alcohol to anyone underage, purchasing alcoholic beverages through
the organization’s treasury, bulk quantities of alcohol, such as kegs
and open parties, or events with unrestricted access by non-members of the organization.
Members are also prohibited from permitting, tolerating, encouraging or participating in drinking games during any registered or
unregistered social event and no alcohol is allowed to be present
during recruitment or new member activities associated with the
organization.

In addition, no organization may co-sponsor or co-finance an
event where alcohol is purchased by any of the host organizations
or co-sponsor an event with an alcohol distributor, promoter, charitable organization or tavern where alcohol is sold, given away or
provided to those present.
A junior finance major, who preferred to remain anonymous and
is a part of Greek life said that, while his organization and its members haven’t been drastically impacted, they’ve still seen the effects
of the alcohol ban.
“It’s kind of made things more difficult as far as when having
activities and our normal meetings and going forth about our normal lives, but, I mean, other than that, the restriction hasn’t had any
drastic effect or anything,” the junior said.
The junior also said that the ban’s effects were seen at the events

that took place this past weekend.
“It messed up our plans in that we weren’t really able to meet
in large groups or anything like that,” he said. “So, I mean, usually
that’s something we like to do, we like to hang out together and we
weren’t really able to do that as much as we would have liked to
this weekend.”
Even though the junior believes the situation is a tough one, he
still doesn’t agree with FSL’s decision.
“I really don’t think it’s fair to kind of … criminalize the fraternities and the whole Greek life organization in general.”
This is the last week of regular classes at JMU before exams May
1 through 7 and then graduation ceremonies May 8 and May 9.
CONTACT Erin Flynn at breezenews@gmail.com.

FEWER THAN

10 SPACES
REMAINING FOR FALL 2015

+ SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES
walk to class • on shuttle bus route • private beds & baths • fully furnished • fitness center • computer center
game room • social lounge with TV • all utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap) • pet friendly

A P P LY F O R FA L L 2 0 1 5 @ S T O N E G AT E H O U S I N G .C O M
540.442.4496 • 1820 Putter Ct.
Fees, amenities & utilities included are subject to change. See office for details. Limited time only.

NEWS breezejmu.org

Monday, April 27, 2015  

5

textbooks | Critics argue professors shouldn’t assign own textbooks

Photo illustration by erin williams / The Breeze

Some people believe that it is ethical for professors to assign their own textbooks as long as the subject relates to the course material; others argue that this constitutes a conflict of interest.
from page 3

Those students who had bad experiences with textbooks being
assigned by the professor who wrote them were more likely to
say there was a conflict of interest.
“We had to buy the book just for the sake of buying it, and we
never ended up even opening it,” senior health science major
Sabrina Jauer said about her U.S. history book for her general
education class.
Nine of the 20 students said emphatically there was no conflict
of interest and the remaining three were ambivalent.
Slate Magazine writer Rebecca Schuman even went as far as
insulting these professors in a 2014 article titled, “Beware the
Gilderoy Lockharts of the University.”
“Any professor who makes students buy his own book is

probably an egomaniacal twit,” Schuman said in the article.
Later in the comments section of the article, many different
users went on to vehemently defend these professors.
The American Association of University Professors has
weighed in on the topic as well.
“Professors should assign readings that best meet the instructional goals of their courses, and they may well conclude that
what they themselves have written on a subject best realizes
that purpose,” the organization said in a 2004 statement on its
website.
But some professors, like Toledo, have said they aren’t in it for
the money, and that goes for writing textbooks as well.
“Professors are always thinking we can do better than the
other guy,” Toledo said. “This is how we prove it.”
For Seth, he decided to write his own book out of necessity.

orphanage | Club focuses on fundraising

Mark Owen / The Breeze

Members of Fostering Abyssinia are in the process of getting their organization certified as a nonprofit, which can cost as high as
$400 a month. One goal of the organization is traveling to Ethiopia in order to build a school.
from page 3

“One thing we are really struggling with is trying to get
ourselves nonprofit certified,” Mariam Bekele, a sophomore
marketing major and vice president of Fostering Abyssinia, said.
“New organizations don’t get much funding so all of our money
comes from donations or fundraising activities.”
Becoming a nonprofit organization is costly, with fees reaching as high as $400 per month, but the members are excited
about all the potential benefits it could bring, including the
involvement of major businesses and financial assistance from
commercial banks.
“It is a long application process which includes a lot of
expenses and legal documents, but in the meantime we can
still send donations as a fundraising organization,” Mengsteab said.
Morgan Byrd, a sophomore international affairs and public
policy double major and treasurer of the organization, elaborated on their financial situation.
“We started out and we knew we didn’t want to have dues so
we had no money and no way to fundraise,” Byrd said. “Luckily, other organizations helped us out … My main goal is to get
us certified by next semester.”
The organization has centered its first official meeting
around fundraising. It plans on having one big event every
semester and smaller events every month, including a donation drive on move out day to collect students’ unwanted
blankets and various monetary “change collections” where
they accept small donations along the Commons.
“People don’t even realize the difference they can make; just
one American dollar is equal to 24 Ethiopian birr,” Mengsteab
said. “That could feed a child.”

Byrd remains confident in the efforts and abilities of the
organization.
“As long as we have people to help, we can figure everything
else out,” Byrd said.
Mengsteab and Bekele have both expressed an interest in
getting a group of students together to travel to Ethiopia to
build a school for the children. They feel it would help improve
the lives of the children as well as give a new perspective for
the JMU students. Mengsteab and Bekele agree that advocacy
is the best way to accomplish this goal.

“As long as we have people to help,
we can figure everything else out.”
Morgan Byrd

sophomore international affairs
and public policy double major and
treasurer of Fostering Abyssinia

“New members are always welcome,” Bekele said. “And
spreading the word is really appreciated.”
The members of Fostering Abyssinia hope to grow as an
organization and to provide adequate supplies to care for each
child.
“What we really want people to know, is that there are about
150 children in this orphanage,” Bekele said. “Many of them
are HIV positive and won’t even make it through the winter.
We hope to change that.”
Contact Amanda Cascio at cascioan@dukes.jmu.edu.

OU R S E R VIC E S
• 24 Hour Towing &
Roadside Assistance
• Jump Starts
• Lock Out Services
• Brake Service
• Tire Replacement
• Electrical Diagnostics

• Check Engine Light
• Suspension
• Shocks and Struts
• Tune-Ups
• Engine & Transmission
Replacement
• Maintenance Services

540.434.4448

info@jltowingandautomotive.com
1187 North Liberty Street
Harrisonburg, Virginia 22802

Almost all other books on his topic — the history of Korea —
weren’t even in English.
“I’m not just being egotistic or eccentric,” Seth said. “It is one
of the only ones out there.”
Flage’s case was also out of necessity. When he began teaching
he used a book by another author, and was upset by the errors
in it. He then spent five years writing a textbook on logic, titled
“Understanding Logic,” that he’s been using since 1994.
Flage had his own take on the best part about writing his own
textbook.
“You can make whatever nasty remarks you want about the
author without fear of getting sued,” Flage said.
Contact Francisco Alemenara-Dumur
at almenafj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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NAHLA ABOUTABL | respect the riot

Enough is enough

Actions must be progressive in order to stop and correct police brutality
The news for the past year or so has been full
of incidents of police brutality and racial profiling, making many people wonder if police work
to protect us, work to protect only some of us or
if they work to hover over us while just protecting
themselves.
Cases where children and mentally unstable
individuals are the victims of police brutality are
especially disturbing, like the shooting of 12-yearold Tamir Rice and the tasing of Natasha McKenny.
Even more recently is the death of Maryland’s
Freddie Gray, who died of a spinal injury after
being taken on a rough ride in a police car upon
his arrest.
It seems as though social media has shed light
on police brutality and has made it such a public issue, but transgressions haven’t yet stopped.
It makes me wonder if police departments care
whether or not their brutality has been now made
public and if they have the incentive to stop using
such violent and unnecessary techniques. It also
makes me wonder why there needs to be an incentive for cops to treat people humanely and without
such obvious and malicious racial profiling.
Spreading awareness about this particular issue
has fueled the Black Lives Matter movement,
causing protests all around the country. It’s also

started a national conversation between citizens give our respect to others.
and their respective police departments over the
The argument that cops risk their lives proimportance of accountability, transparency and tecting us, thus deserving a certain amount of
equality before the law.
respect, can apply to any job that requires taking
I personally believe that, unfortunately, that risks, such as surrounding yourself with illnesses
conversation, along with
as a doctor or reporting news
the bravery of activists
from dangerous countries as a
and protesters, has not
Although a national
journalist. We don’t hear docreaped the benefits origitors and journalists walking
dialogue is needed and
around demanding respect
nally sought. Although a
is something we’re all
and obedience, and there’s
national dialogue is needed and is something we’re
no reason cops should either.
responsible for joining
all responsible for joining
Just as there are laws we
in on, I believe that
in on, I believe that sysabide by, there should be clear
tematic injustice needs
laws that cops have to abide
systematic injustice needs
by, too. The “self-defense”
systematic corrections.
systematic corrections.
clause has been used many
Laws need to be written to reshape the way
times and has resulted in too
cops deal with citizens.
many innocent deaths. Those
There shouldn’t be a hierlives could’ve been spared
archy where the suspect is automatically guilty if there were clearly defined limits to what can
and is treated with no respect or dignity, while and can’t apply as self-defense. Anthony Hill, a
the cop is given the upper hand and his or her 27-year-old from Georgia, didn’t have to die while
word is weighed more heavily. We need to under- obviously having a mental breakdown and even
stand that cops don’t automatically deserve more more obviously (since he was completely naked),
respect or recognition than any other ordinary cit- unarmed.
izen and that only through merit, not label, can we
There also needs to be clear repercussions on

all cops who violate those laws to set an example.
Many cops have gotten away with killing fellow
human beings, sending a message to other cops
that they can probably get away with murder as
well, as long as they use the self-defense card.
Of course there are other cases, such as with
Gray or McKenny, where self-defense isn’t even
an available excuse since both were constrained
prior to their death. This means that other precautions have to be taken to make sure cops can’t
kill civilians. Educating our supposed protectors
on how to handle suspects without endangering
their lives is just as crucial as training a cop to protect themselves.
Cameras, social media and nationwide protests and student movements have brought police
brutality to the forefront of our nation’s most discussed subjects, but they’re just reactionary. There
needs to be a clear national agenda reshaping the
way police departments train their cops to respect
our dignity and protect our lives, no matter what
our skin color, gender, religion, socioeconomic
class or sexual orientation may be.
Nahla Aboutabl is a junior political science
and international affairs double major. Contact Nahla at aboutanm@dukes.jmu.edu.

MEGAN O’NEILL | guest columnist

WGS 200 should be included in GenEd program

COURTESY OF JENNIFER CONNERLEY

Imagine starting JMU in a class full of material on diversity and an
open discussion about real-life issues. Now imagine that this is happening in a university mandated general education course.
Students of Women’s and Gender Studies 400 — Issues and Research
in Women’s Studies — are working to reshape and reform campus
understanding of what feminism is. Through their social media campaign, Dukes for Feminism, they hope to debunk myths about feminism
and raise awareness about what the movement actually is, but also to
broaden education by getting JMU to offer Introduction to Women’s
and Gender Studies (WGS 200) as an additional course in cluster five
of the general education program.
Feminism, which isn’t typically covered in schools prior to college,
is a movement often misunderstood due to lack of education. Schools
are happy to cover topics like history, government, economics and so
on, but seem simultaneously willing to gloss over social and gender
inequality, an issue that’s still prevalent and pervasive.
The GenEd program provides incoming freshmen with their first
glimpse at JMU’s broad range of majors and classes. It’s a vital component to a JMU education, as well as one that creates a space for
exploring the experiences of all students through diverse perspectives,
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topics and issues. Adding WGS 200 would offer the student body a
place to learn about women’s and gender issues in a comprehensive
and safe space, free from judgment.
I’m a second semester senior, graduating in less than two weeks,
but it was only this current semester that I was able to sign up for and
take WGS 200. I’ve considered myself a feminist for the past three or
four years, but because WGS 200 only counts for the minor or elective
credit, I didn’t bother to take it until now. Even though I’ve used the
feminist label for so long, I’m still learning new things about social
justice and diversity issues. If WGS 200 had been a GenEd course, I
could’ve learned all of these things years ago.
We want WGS 200 to become a GenEd course so each student has the
opportunity that wasn’t afforded to me until recently. Learning about
issues of social and gender inequality is essential for understanding
the world we enter after leaving our small JMU bubble. If we go out
into society without this vital knowledge, we’ll continue allowing the
ignorance that surrounds our global culture to persist.
Megan O’Neill is a senior English major. Contact Megan at
oneillmr@dukes.jmu.edu.

An “I-don’t-have-to-like-it”
dart to whoever mandates summer
hours for employees and took away
our flexibility in the summer.
From an employee who knows
that the summer is the best time for
flexible hours and apparently won’t
be carpooling.

A “thank-you-so-much-foryour-honesty” pat to JMU’s
awesome community.
From a freshman who’s truly
proud to be a Duke after she
received a compliment from
someone outside the JMU
community.

A “you-do-a-top-notch-job” pat
to everyone at Jack Brown’s.
From a senior who’s grateful for
every moment spent at her college
bar, starting with Friday Greg
Bradys freshman year and ending at
the 100 beer mark.

An “is-that-the-type-of-worldyou-want-to live-in?” dart to
whoever spit out their gum in the
third floor water fountain in Carrier.
From a student who doesn’t want
a blast of Winter Fresh with his
drink of water.
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A “saved-my-back” pat to the
girls who saw my friends and
me struggling to get Step Up for
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From someone who’s still
overwhelmed by your kindness and
hopes your arms aren’t sore.
A “you’re-so-cool” dart to the
people who decided to egg my car
Friday night.
From someone who was just
trying to make sure her friends got
home safely.
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KEVAN HULLIGAN | the war room

Reinstating Patriot Act
would be wrong
In 2001, our government sacrificed freedom
for security; in 2015, it can
repair what it had so callously done.
The Patriot Act, the
intelligence-expanding
law passed in the wake of
the 9/11 attacks, is up for
renewal this year. Specifically, the part of the law known as Section 215,
which allows for the National Security Agency
to collect United States phone records in bulk.
If a bill extending that provision isn’t passed
by June 1, the NSA loses its legal ability to collect
bulk phone data.
For most Americans, letting the teeth of the
Patriot Act rot would bring great relief, given
that 52 percent of Americans polled by the Pew
Research Center believe the state of government
surveillance is “very concerning.”
Even though the will of the American people
has been assessed, some of those who purport
to call themselves our representatives have
other plans for Section 215. Led by Senator Mitch
McConnell, a bill is set to be introduced to the
Senate floor that would renew Section 215, along
with other major parts of the Patriot Act for the
next five years. The bill is supported by some of
the more established Republicans in Congress,
with the libertarian wing of the party, people like
Rand Paul and Ted Cruz, being vocally against
keeping the provision alive.
This would mean another five years of our
rights being needlessly violated by the NSA
without any due process. This would mean five
more years of the FBI’s “national security letters”
that enable it to gather data on innocent citizens

without a warrant. More and more trampling
on our civil liberties all in the name of security,
despite the fact that two different investigations
proved that the NSA’s data collection had no real
impact on terrorism cases.
We shouldn’t be too surprised with McConnell here; he voted against reforming the NSA
last year and justified it by saying the reform bill
would aid in the killing of Americans.
Does the senator from Kentucky have no sense
of decency at all? Using scare tactics and fearmongering to prevent meaningful reform from
being passed is disgusting and disgraceful. The
senator should be absolutely ashamed of himself.
This isn’t and shouldn’t be a partisan issue.
Even the politician who wrote the Patriot Act
believes the government has taken its spying
program under the act too far.
Both Democrats and Republicans have spoken out against the programs the NSA has put in
place, and have recognized the need for reform. It
doesn’t matter if you’re conservative, libertarian,
liberal or otherwise; we can all agree that surveillance in this country has been taken to absurd
lengths and the abuse of power by the NSA and
FBI must be brought to an end.
A bipartisan bill has been presented to the
Senate that would end the bulk collection of
phone records, and it should be supported
and voted into law. Call your legislators, email
them, let them know that you want this reform
bill passed. It’s high time that we corrected the
mistake our country made back in 2001 and put
things the way they should be.
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.
jmu.edu.

BRIANA ELLISON | off topic
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Race rundown
Presidential candidates need to differentiate themselves
March and April proved
to be the beginning of a
political stronghold. After
months of speculation, the
first candidates for the 2016
presidency announced
their campaigns. Though
all of these candidates had
built up a following prior to
launching their campaigns,
they now have to navigate
separating themselves from their opposition.
The quasi-chaos that surrounded the numerous
announcements is just a taste of the labyrinth
emerging in the name of politics’ most powerful position.
First, on March 23, Texas Senator Ted Cruz
announced he was seeking the oval office as
a Republican candidate. On April 7, Kentucky
Senator Rand Paul followed in Cruz’s footsteps,
quickly launching his campaign. A mere three
weeks later, Florida Senator Marco Rubio also
announced his candidacy for the Republican
nomination. And finally, after avid speculation, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
announced she was seeking the Democratic
nomination on April 12.
In the Democratic camp, Clinton currently
stands unopposed. This is likely to change, but I
don’t believe we’ll see another Democratic candidate for at least another month, as the party
struggles to organize itself. Clinton can use her
isolation to her advantage, if done the right way.
As the first Democratic candidate, she has more
time and power to get her platform out there. As
a political giant, Clinton probably has a good
idea of who else is going to seek the Democratic nomination, and therefore, the schematic
of their platform. With this knowledge (if she
acquires it), Clinton can warp her platform in
order to distance herself from her opponents.
Clinton’s other issue, as The New York Times
said a few days after her campaign launch, is
how she separates her 2016 campaign from
her 2008 campaign. A common critique Clinton received during the 2008 campaign — and
one of the main reasons I didn’t want her to
garner the nomination — was that she was
unapproachable.
Her campaign in 2008 was very Hillary-centric. She seemed to constantly separate herself
from her constituents, which hurt her in the end.
She was also accused of not attaching herself to

female voters. Now, Clinton is in the prime time
to right these wrongs. Feminist issues and women’s rights are huge right now, and she’s already
made a valiant show of having these topics be a
central focus of her campaign. Through her first
road trips to Iowa and New Hampshire, she has
also shown herself to be more voter-conscious.
Cruz, Paul and Rubio face a more challenging
version of this. As the sole three GOP candidates
at the moment, they have a leg up on the future
competition, but not on each other. Therefore,
not only do they have to differ their platforms
from one another, they must also defend their
actions (or lack thereof) in Congress.
Cruz has more problems than the rest: he
leans more toward the tea party ideals than his
other candidates, and this could potentially hurt
him in the long run, as the tea party isn’t wellliked by some Republicans. Additionally, Cruz
hasn’t accomplished much during his time as
a senator, and has a negative reputation among
his fellow party members. As for his platform,
I remain unimpressed. Cruz has stuck to the
main facets of the Republican ideals, further
molding himself as a soft, indistinguishable
candidate.
Paul is in a better position than Cruz, with a
fresher platform. His ideals have changed within the past year and a half, and his history as a
libertarian allows him to put his own spin on
being a Republican candidate. However, Paul’s
chances could potentially be mauled by the
afterimage of his father, Ron Paul. With his company inheritance, his opponents could tout Paul
as a puppet and render his campaign useless.
I believe that Rubio, although more successful in Congress than Cruz, is also susceptible to
becoming too much of a normal GOP Candidate. His platform — like Cruz’s — is nothing
special, a reflection of party-wide ideals. However, I do believe that his impressive track record
in Congress will be a major help, possibly giving him the advantage over both Cruz and Paul.
Rubio has a good standing among his fellow
party members, and is a fresh face in the GOP.
All the candidates, no matter their political
prowess, need to realize that the only way to
acquire a niche in history is to work toward it
themselves.

STUDENT
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Briana Ellison is a sophomore media
arts and design major. Contact Briana at
ellisobr@dukes.jmu.edu.

J. BARKLEY ROSSER JR. | letter to the editor

Coverage falls short
I am sorry that at this end of the year I must
complain about the worst reporting I have seen
in 38 years at JMU.
In October, a Nobel Prize winner spoke on
campus, Eric Maskin of Harvard. For the Harrisonburg Daily News-Record, this was a front page
story, but it wasn’t reported at all in The Breeze,
although both were informed of this.
On March 16, another prominent speaker
appeared, Alice Rivlin of the Brookings Institution, founder of the Congressional Budget Office
and first woman vice chair of the Federal Reserve,
who spoke on health and health care policy to a
responsive audience of 80, including President
Alger.
Again, although both were informed, this was
a front page story in the DNR while not appearing
in The Breeze at all. What did The Breeze report
on instead? Of the four front page stories after

ALL-INCLUSIVE

Rivlin’s talk, the top story was about the latest
iteration of the certainly interesting non-rape
frat story at the University of Virginia.
However, the second top story, starting above
the fold and taking up nearly a third of the front
page while continuing on the inside was about a
JMU English professor “using Shakespeare” in a
GenEd class.
Now, I hate to break it to you folks, but an
English prof using Shakespeare in a class is as
newsworthy as a dog barking outside a student
apartment.
Perhaps what The Breeze thought was newsworthy was that a JMU professor actually taught
about something substantive from her discipline
in a JMU GenEd class.
J. Barkley Rosser Jr. is an economics
professor.
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Homemade
and ready
to go
MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Paul Somers, owner of The Golden Pony, stands next to the restaurant and music venue’s chalkboard sign. Its slogan, “Stay Gold,” is a tribute to S.E. Hinton’s 1967 novel “The Outsiders.”

New restaurant and music venue opens downtown, offers late night breakfast buffet among other items
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

Ponyboy Curtis, the main character of the coming-of-age
novel “The Outsiders,” has found unexpected stock in downtown Harrisonburg. The Golden Pony, Harrisonburg’s latest
addition to the live music scene, opened its doors on April 3.
After the closing of the Blue Nile last fall, the restaurant
and music venue’s former bar manager Paul Somers felt the
need to continue its tradition of live music at 181 N. Main St.
The Golden Pony offers an array of American food,
including a pizza buffet. Somers credits his friends at neighboring pizzeria Bella Luna Wood-Fired Pizza for helping him
pick out items for his menu which also includes many vegan
options, including a tofu burger on a vegan bun. Along with
burgers, there are salads, nachos and a number of desserts.
“We make a ton of everything here — all the dressings,
hand-cut fries, the desserts — and we have stone gas-fired
ovens which make a really nice pizza. All of the cheese
comes in giant wheels and we grate it,” Somers, a ’04 JMU
alumnus, said. “The guys in the kitchen take the same aesthetic approach to the food as they do to their music and
artwork.”
The Golden Pony offers live shows four nights a week and
turns the music over to DJs on Friday and Saturday nights.
Its music scene is wide-spread, including hip-hop, rock and
punk, and tries to give all the new musicians in the community a chance to play at a venue.
“The music sounds really good with their new sound
system downstairs,” Chandler Dang, a junior hospitality

management major and waiter at the restaurant, said. “The
Pony always has people downstairs jammin’ out to good
music. It’s probably my favorite venue in Harrisonburg now.”
Kyle Grim, guitarist of the student band Charlie and a
sophomore English major, agrees.
“The crowd at the Pony was incredible,” Grim said.
“Everything we played felt well received. There was lots of
positive feedback, too. Overall, it was just a really fun experience and we are looking forward to going back, whether
for actually playing or just to see the shows that they are
putting on there.”
Dang, who is also a guitarist and vocalist of the student
band Humanzee, said working with Somers has been great.
“He’s a really cool, chill, funny, nice and helpful dude,”
Dang said. “I also see him talking to a lot of the customers,
which is awesome. It shows he really cares about who comes
in and it also provides the customers with care.”
Owning and managing The Golden Pony has come with
risks and rewards.
“Without the community support, we wouldn’t have gotten very far,” Somers said.
Indiegogo, a crowdfunding website, gave Somers the traction he needed to get started by raising over $21,000. After
that, it was a surprisingly quick process to get the doors
opened, according to Somers.
One of the biggest rewards happened in one night. The
restaurant opened on a Friday at 11 a.m. and didn’t close
until 5 a.m.
“We were just slammed with 260 people in the building and everything went completely smooth and it was

awesome,” Somers said.
But he said the toughest part of the job is being responsible for every tiny little detail because “nobody else cares
about it as much as I do.”
Somers’ main goal now is to give the community what it
wants out of the space.
“Fulfill the cultural dreams of Harrisonburg,” Somers said.
There’s also deeper meaning to the colorful geometric
paintings of horses on the walls.
“We were interested in the Taino Indians recently, which
were the first Indians that Columbus made contact with,”
Somers said.
Their art is displayed on the walls of the restaurant along
with the horses.
“My daughter is half-Puerto Rican, so it made sense,”
Somers said. “And because of all the cultural interests that
we wanted to pursue, it attracted lots of visual and music
artists and a lot of very creative people in general.”
Besides the music aspect, customers can play pinball,
check out the art shows and attend scheduled poetry
readings.
Although there was an equipment fiasco resulting in a
small kitchen fire on April 18, Somers and his crew have
not been set back. The shows will go on, including WXJM’s
Kool Aid show tonight, benefiting First Step, an agency in
Harrisonburg that provides support to victims of domestic
violence.
CONTACT Emmy Freedman at
freedmee@dukes.jmu.edu.

From Showker to the Big Apple
Alumna becomes media manager for Republic Records, works with music artists like Of Monsters and Men
By YASMINE MAGGIO
The Breeze

COURTESY OF TAYLOR VAUGHN

Taylor Vaughn graduated from JMU in 2004 with a music industry minor. Now she works
for Republic Records in New York City, travelling to music festivals all over the country.

What started off as an academic minor turned
into something major.
Back in 2004, Taylor Vaughn sat in a classroom as
a music industry minor in Showker Hall and never
imagined being where she is today: current media
manager at Republic Records in New York City.
“I had to take a class called concert production
and promotion,” Vaughn said. “We had to create
a real company and put on shows. Our company
was called ‘Blame It On The Train Productions’ —
obviously because of the train that runs through
campus.”
Vaughn realizes that her experience at JMU
helped her down the line.
“Multi-tasking comes along with being in the
College of Business,” Vaughn said. “You’re allowed
to have fun on the weekends, but you know you
have to buckle down. I left JMU feeling totally prepared that I had to work hard to get where I want.”
She accredits most of her success to real-world
experience.
“I loved the music industry program because it
taught me how things really work in the industry,”
Vaughn said. “Getting that real-life experience is
key to getting ahead.”
In 2006, Vaughn interned for Motown Records
in New York City. After living there for two months,
she wanted to get back to the city as soon as possible. Once she graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor
of Business Administration degree in marketing,
Vaughn immediately packed her bags and moved
back to NYC.
“Even though it’s only been seven years, New
York is my home,” Vaughn said.
She landed her first job through a friend of a
friend working in fashion public relations, although
she admits fashion was not for her. She went on to
work as an account manager at HL Group, a marketing and communication firm, and then Epic
Records in 2011, where she was promoted as publicity coordinator after three months.
“When you’re in the music industry, you’re
working with people,” Vaughn noted. “You’re selling a band. I get to know them from the start, find
out who they are, what message they want to convey to their fans and I get to cultivate that and show
it to the world.”
Vaughn moved over to Republic after three years
at Epic. Although she has only worked for Republic

for about a year, her responsibilities are extensive. Being a manager in the media department
consists of handling artists’ imaging for all things
media, including online and print interviews, television bookings, red carpets and styling. Vaughn is
responsible for anything that involves an artist in
the public eye.
“As a publicist, you are constantly on call,”
Vaughn said. “There are times when I have to step
out of a dinner with family or take a call at 2 a.m.,
but because I love my job, it has never felt like
work.”
Vaughn has worked with musicians like Of Monsters and Men, Milky Chance, MisterWives and
James Bay.
“The artists are like my kids,” Vaughn said.
“When they perform, I act like a stage mom. I just
want them to do well. At the end of the day when
you help an artist build a brand, you get to know
them on a personal level. You become a fan and
a friend.”
The diverse roster of artists at Republic has led
Vaughn to several different music festivals, including SXSW, Governor’s Ball, and Coachella.
“Working with Taylor is fantastic,” Joe Carozza,
vice president of media at Republic Records and
co-worker of Vaughn, said. “I’m always impressed
by her enthusiasm because she puts her heart and
soul into the artists she works with. She’s super
dedicated and never stops.”
Vaughn’s work comes as an encouragement to
other students who are in the same position she
was once in.
“Seeing someone land a dream job in the industry of their choosing is incredible,” sophomore
marketing major Joanna Rose said. “But it’s even
cooler knowing they are a JMU alum. It’s really
inspiring to me that they were once in my position and had the passion and drive to make their
dreams a reality.”
From JMU to New York City, Vaughn has come
far in life. She has distinct advice for anyone trying
to get into the music industry.
“Work hard. Work harder than everyone else;
work harder than your boss; work harder than you
think you have to, then keep doing it,” Vaughn said.
“There are a million people behind you waiting for
you to quit, so you better give them a reason to want
you to stay.”
CONTACT Yasmine Maggio at
maggioym@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Things are getting saucy
New downtown restaurant impresses with good mix of spices and cheese
By JOANNA MCNEILLY
The Breeze

The smell of summer filled the air as I walked
toward the new barbecue hot spot in downtown Harrisonburg. Social BBQ has successfully
met my expectations as a barbecue restaurant
because of the prices, atmosphere, people and,
of course, the
food.
14 E. Water St.
Walking in,
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
you can feel
Social BBQ
t h e ca s u a l ,

Southern, picnic-like vibe
$$
because the
restaurant uses a lot of wood with the benches,
picnic tables on the rooftop, the bar and even the
menus, which are hung up by the hostess stand
with letters from “Social BBQ” on each of them.
It felt very laid-back because the menu is a single
page that contains simple barbecue dishes like
brisket, ribs and chicken with various sides to
choose from.
No matter what you order, you get a lot of food.
The fried pickles and fried mac ‘n’ cheese bites
with sausage were a great appetizer to prepare
me for the meat and sides coming my way. For
those of you who are pickle-lovers, the fried pickles would be a great choice and are only $4.99.
The thin bread that they are fried with is perfect;
it provided the perfect crisp and crunch to the
pickles. As for the sausage-fried mac ‘n’ cheese,
there were pieces of sausage in a fried ball of mac
‘n’ cheese shells for $7.99. This appetizer wasn’t
overwhelmingly cheesy, but with the use of the
spicy ranch sauce they provided for both the pickles and mac ‘n’ cheese, the flavor was intensified.
In order to get a little bit of everything on the
menu, I ordered the Social Meal, which consists of a quarter-pound of brisket, pork and
half a chicken with four sides and hush puppies
for $29.99 — the perfect plate of barbecue-style
food. The brisket reminded me of ribs, and it was
perfectly cooked — not too chewy and not too
well-done. The chicken was perfectly moist and
had a smoky aftertaste, and the pulled pork tasted
just like the Southern-style pulled pork that goes
on sandwiches.
The sides I ordered included sweet potato
tots with honey butter, boardwalk fries, baked
beans and slow-cooked collard greens. Each of
these sides put a completely new and different
taste in my mouth, except for the baked beans,

which we all know are always great with barbecue food. The sweet potato tots with honey butter
were absolutely amazing because these tater tots
were sweet and perfectly flaky. The slow-cooked
collard greens were a little too sweet for me, and
didn’t taste like any type of vegetable. Although
sort of dry and with a little too much onion, the
hush puppies I had are a must-have for a barbecue restaurant like this. Of course, boardwalk fries
are a classic side to any barbecue meal, but with
the sauces at the table, these fries were brought
to a whole new level.
At the center of the table there will be five sauces
provided when you are seated. There was Carolina Sundrop, Pig Flames, Root Beer BBQ, Sweet
Pomegranate Jalapeño and Kentucky Rye Bourbon on my table. Personally, my favorites included
the Root Beer BBQ and the Sweet Pomegranate
Jalapeño because they had the perfect smoky and
sweetness in a sauce, especially when eaten with
meat. However, the Pig Flames had an intense kick
to it, definitely for people who can handle spice.
Kentucky Rye Bourbon has more of a sweet taste
than a smoky taste, and the Carolina Sundrop
leans more toward a soy sauce type of flavor.
All that was left to try were the alcoholic milkshakes they made with vanilla ice cream for $9.
Just hearing that they had “cookies ‘n’ cream,”
“peaches and cream” and “give me s’more” had
me realizing that since I am underage, I missed
out on what could have been a great milkshake.
This restaurant is open Monday through
Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12 a.m., and
Thursday through Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 1
a.m. The hours on Sundays are 11:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
The greatest part of my trip to Social BBQ had
to be the people who work there. There were so
many smiling and laughing faces surrounding
the restaurant, including the customers who were
having a good time with their food. Overall, I felt
welcomed and warm at the restaurant. Because
of the different seating options, between the first
floor bar, second floor dining and rooftop dining, I
came to the conclusion that one trip isn’t enough
to have the full experience.
If you’re looking for great Southern-style barbecue and a great evening on the rooftop with the
stars, Social BBQ is waiting for you at 14 E. Water
St.
Joanna McNeilly is a sophomore writing,
rhetoric and technical communications
major. Contact Joanna at mcneilje@dukes.
jmu.edu.

Dipped in ink
Sophomore writes letters to family with feather pens

JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE

TOP Pulled pork tacos with baked beans and sweet potato tots on the side. BOTTOM Social BBQ on
East Water Street sells alcoholic milkshakes including “cookies ‘n’ cream” and “give me s’more.”

DRUMS | Students learn music
by listening instead of by reading
from front

MARSHAL RIGGS / THE BREEZE

Sophomore elementary education major Kimberly Heidinger seals envelopes with hot wax.
By JOANNA MCNEILLY
The Breeze

a fountain pen or quill are to her older
brother, Storm Heidinger. She started sending letters to him when he began to attend
Kimberly Heidinger has a special place in Northwestern University, and they continher heart for the past.
ued the tradition back and forth while he
“I’m sort of a history nerd,” Heidinger, a backpacked in New Zealand from January
sophomore elementary education major, to mid-March.
said.
“Sometimes the letters he sends will be
Heidinger, from Ridgefield, Connecticut, five pages [long] or he’ll have doodles all
has a special talent of writing letters with a over it,” Heidinger said.
feather pen and ink then sealing her enveStorm said that, although writing requires
lope with wax.
time and effort, it’s worth it.
“Growing up, I’ve always
“It’s a great way to share expeliked the idea of writing “Growing up, I’ve
riences from far away places,”
letters,” Heidinger said.
Storm said.
always liked the
“Nothing’s better than sitWhen receiving a letter
ting down and opening a idea of writing
from Heidinger in the mail, he
it’s something special
letter from a friend.”
letters. Nothing’s believes
because of the way she focusWhile staying with her
es on the process and craft of
grandmother as a child, better than
she noticed how there were
writing.
sitting down and
always turkeys in the yard,
During her trip in Venice in
so she decided to pick up opening a letter
2011, Heidinger found unique
one of their feathers and
stationery and a quill that’s
from a friend.”
use it as a pen. Her mother
made of blown glass. And when
Heidinger’s mother was in Engnoticed this new hobby, and Kimberly
got her the metal tip to make Heidinger
land at Jane Austen’s house in
it easier to write with.
2009, she bought a purple quill
sophomore
Heidinger started to learn elementary
for her.
the skill of writing with education major
“Most of her pivotal moments
a quill and fountain pen
are [recorded] through letters,”
when she was in elementaHeidinger, a huge fan of Austen’s
ry school.
work, said. “Which inspires me
“It’s harder than most
to write letters to my friends and
people think,” Heidinger said. “It took me brother.”
a while to learn how to do it. I still mess up
Heidinger now has her own stationery
at times.”
that has her initials printed on it, and seals
But she practiced by writing letters to the envelope by dripping hot wax and presspeople, which she continues to do with ing a customized “K” stamp onto the mark.
She believes that writing letters are more
those close to her.
One of the receivers is her sorority “little,” personal than using technology to commufreshman media arts and design major Lau- nicate today.
ren Sampson.
“I just like that I can write down everySampson got her first letter from Heiding- thing I feel,” Heidinger said. “Sending an
er during Big Little week last fall.
email or text message doesn’t take a lot of
“Her striped stationery and italic cursive time and effort, but sitting down and taking
handwriting made the clues she gave me the time to write a letter to someone has a
so much more personal and exciting as I lot more meaning to it.”
tried to figure out who my big was,” Sampson said.
CONTACT Joanna McNeilly at
The most letters Heidinger writes with mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu.

class, known as MUAP 354.
“I feel like a lot of people could pick it up if
they just wanted to put the time into it,” freshman music education major Abby Smith
said. “I encourage everybody to try and take
the class because it’s really fun and you don’t
need to know music.”
Due to their unique construction, even
students with musical experience have probably never played an instrument like the steel
drums. Unlike the piano or the flute, the notes
on the drums aren’t laid out in a sequential
order. The students start out learning the
music by rote, or by ear, instead of with sheet
music.
“Having to remember the form of the piece
without any music … was really fun,” Elayne
Harris, a graduate student in the music doctoral program, said. “It made me think about
music in a different way.”
During rehearsal, which occurs on Tuesday and Thursday every week, Overman goes
through each song section by section until students feel confident enough to perform a piece.
“Just like any instrument, we start basic
and we start simple,” Overman said. “I’ll have

these students who come in with no experience whatsoever and it almost always comes
as a surprise to me when all of a sudden one
day I can just throw a sheet of paper at this kid
and they do what they need to do and we’re
making music just like that.”
The rare and enticing sound of the steel
drums may draw students to be a part of the
ensemble, but according to Smith, the fun,
laid-back atmosphere makes rehearsal feel
more like an outlet than a college course.
“When you’ve had a really long day, it’s
really nice to be able to just play and just beat
on things,” Smith said. “It’s really therapeutic,
actually. You get to hit things but still make
beautiful music at the same time.”
According to Overman, working hard and
having fun are the most important aspects of
a musical ensemble.
“It doesn’t matter how hard or easy the
piece of music is and honestly it doesn’t really matter how well or poorly we play a tune,”
Overman said. “We have a really good time
and I think that’s important … A dose of fun
would be beneficial to any ensemble.”
CONTACT Holly Warfield at
warfieha@dukes.jmu.edu.

4 Course Meal for $19
any pasta
any sauce
house salad
soft drink
dessert
additional toppings: $3 each
add grilled shrimp or beef: $4
available Monday-Thursday only
for lunch or dinner
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One step closer
JMU ends its spring schedule after holding annual spring game on Saturday

Erin Williams / The Breeze

JMU football exits the tunnel on Saturday afternoon before its 2015 spring game. The spring game, which consisted of six game scenarios, marked the conclusion of the Dukes’ spring schedule.

By Andre Haboush
The Breeze

On Saturday, the JMU football team held its 2015 spring
game at Bridgeforth Stadium.
The football staff set up the game with six scenarios of the
offense against the defense, rather than a traditional purple
vs. white game, due to a small number of available athletes
because of injuries and graduating players.
The offense won the event with a final score of 161-117 over
the defense under a special spring game scoring system.
Happy with the team’s performance and progress this
spring compared to last, head coach Everett Withers enjoyed
seeing his players step up.
“Spring overall, more than anything else, was just trying to
identify some guys that we can go in the summer with, especially in both offensive and defensive lines,” Withers said.
“We are so much further ahead than we were this time last
year on everything.”
Players were not made available to the media after the
game.
The offense went pass heavy on Saturday to prevent beating up the team with runs.
Redshirt freshman quarterback Hunter Etheridge led the
team with 247 passing yards and a touchdown.
Sophomore quarterback Bryan Schor threw for 206 yards
and three passing touchdowns.
Redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee passed for 126 yards.
The three combined threw 92 passes and completed 60 of
them for 579 yards with three interceptions. They were sacked

four times.
On the receiving end, junior wide receiver Brandon Ravenel caught nine passes for 114 yards and a touchdown.
Sophomore wide receiver John Miller had seven catches
and 78 yards with a touchdown while redshirt freshman wide
receiver Daniel Glymph also had seven receptions and 68
yards.
Many of the runs were at the goal line, and Woods led the
running backs with 26 yards. The group averaged 2.1 yards a
carry on 39 carries, but scored five times.
“I think we are more in-depth in the offense in now,”
Withers said. “I think more in-depth in what we want to do
defensively now. I see guys talking and communicating a lot
more than we did last year this time during the spring, so
we’re trying to make strides that way. Again ... we got a long
way to go, but I felt we got something done this spring.”
Withers credited his defensive backs for their improvement
and willingness to work on their game. He also recognized
the improvements made by his quarterbacks, as well as the
kicking and punting unit.
According to Withers, other standouts this spring include
sophomore tight end Jonathan Kloosterman, sophomore
linebacker Brandon Hereford, redshirt sophomore defensive end Andrew Ankrah and redshirt junior linebacker Justin
Wellons.
The spring game started with position drills that pitted
offensive players against defensive players.
Offensive and defensive linemen battled for ground. Running backs and tight ends faced linebackers in a goal-line
tackle drill. Wide receivers took on defensive backs as they

tried to get into the open field.
The winner of each battle was awarded a point for his team.
At end of the one-on-one drills, the defense led 20-8.
The first game scenario placed the offense on its own three
-yard line. If the offense got a first down, it earned six points
while a defensive stop means six points for the defense.
After four series, the score was 32-26.
The second scenario of day featured more common play
as the offense was allowed to drive from its own 35-yard line.
A first down or a forced punt gave either side three points. A
touchdown was worth six points. If the defense stopped the
offense on a fourth down, it would get five points.
On the second play of the scenario, sophomore safety Marcell Johnson intercepted redshirt senior quarterback Vad Lee.
Lee ran for a two-yard touchdown in the next series.
Sophomore running back Taylor Woods then ran into the
end zone with a four-yard run. The final two series ended with
no more touchdowns, but the offense picked up more first
downs. The scenario ended with the offense taking a 77-55
lead after a fumble recovery by sophomore defensive tackle
Cornell Urquhart.
Third down situations came after that, where the offense
lined up at different distances near its own 45-yard line.
Sophomore cornerback Justin Bethea returned an interception for touchdown off Etheridge in that drill, as the defense
cut down the lead to a mere five points at 94-89.
The offense then moved up to the defense’s 35-yard line
and set up red zone situations.
see football, page 12

baseball (15-25)

Put the broomstick back
Towson avoids series sweep, beating JMU 8-7 in Sunday afternoon’s series finale
By Kevin Romm
The Breeze

After winning the first two games of the series, JMU
fell into a deep hole early in Sunday’s matchup against
Towson University at Veterans Memorial Park. The
hole proved too much and the Dukes fell 8-7 at Veterans Memorial Park.
The Tigers (12-29-2, 6-12 Colonial Athletic Association) pounced on freshman left-hander Eric Yankey as
he gave up five runs on four hits in just the first inning.
Yankey failed to get an out in his start before being
relieved by sophomore right-hander Ford Bradshaw.
“It was a good weekend and even a good week,
winning three out of four … the game today was just
baseball, the five runs on four hits just fell in there for
them,” head coach Spanky McFarland said.
The Tigers would add on two more runs in the
fifth inning before JMU (15-25, 4-14 CAA) began its
comeback.
In the bottom half of the sixth inning JMU put
together a five-run rally, including a three-run blast
by senior right fielder Kevin Husum, his first home run
of the season. But Towson tacked on one more run in
the top of the eighth inning which proved to be enough
to top JMU. A two-run single by sophomore left fielder
Ky Parrott in the bottom of the eighth inning was too
little too late, and the Dukes fell.
“It was a good feeling,” Husum said of his home
run. “But if we played a little better defense we
would put ourselves in a better place to win.”
see baseball, page 11

Malina Scacchi / contributing photographer

Sophomore pitcher Ford Bradshaw delivers a pitch during Sunday’s 8-7 loss to Towson University. He pitched 4.2 innings and recorded three strikeouts.
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Softball | Dukes prepare for doubleheader against Virginia Tech
from front

Malina Scacchi / contributing photographer

Sophomore outfielder Caitlin Viafora looks to round third base in the Dukes’ 8-0 win on Sunday afternoon against Elon University.

“You’re trying to get to a certain point where you’re playing your
best ball,” Dean said. “We’re still working on that.”
As JMU’s wins keep piling up, the national polls have taken notice.
The Dukes rank No. 22 in the most recent USA Today/National Fast
Pitch Coaches Association poll and No. 23 in the ESPN.com/USA
Softball poll. JMU also boasts the nation’s 17th-best ratings power
index, which measures strength of schedule in addition to record.
With balance offensively and defensively, the Dukes know they’ve
earned these rankings and are capable of dominating teams, as
they’ve shown throughout CAA action. With the wins over Elon,
JMU’s last six games have all been less than seven innings due to run
rules, meaning JMU has at least an eight-run lead after five innings.
Such scorelines help JMU’s star-studded pitching staff get some
much-needed rest.
“We’ve been really trying to give our pitchers some more rest time
by ending the game early when we should,” Field said.
While CAA play provides limited tests for JMU, the Dukes will be
tested with a doubleheader against in-state foe Virginia Tech on
Wednesday. The two teams squared off earlier this season on Feb.
13 in the Osprey Invitational in Jacksonville, Florida. Virginia Tech
came out on top in that game, 3-2 in eight innings.
JMU expects to be more ready this time.
“At the beginning of the season we were just trying to figure things
out,” Good said. “This time I think we’re gonna be ready for them.”
Field believes revenge will play a part in the Dukes’ minds as they
look to avenge the early season defeat.
“I think we’re all pretty pumped up for this week,” Field said. “Especially since it’s in state. We’re gonna be ready to go Wednesday.”
The doubleheader Wednesday begins at 5 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park with the second game beginning 20 minutes after the first
ends.
The Dukes then finish the regular season with a three-game
series at home against Drexel University next weekend with a doubleheader on Friday and final game on Saturday.
contact Bennett Conlin at conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.

baseball | JMU travels to Liberty and Radford in the next week
from page 10

JMU had five errors in Sunday’s game
which is somewhat uncharacteristic of the
team as it only had six in the previous three
games.
“That’s the bottom line, you don’t deserve
to win with five errors … we’ve been doing
really well with that lately, I don’t know where
it came from,” McFarland said.
On the offensive side, JMU put up 12 hits.
The Dukes have recorded 10 or more hits in
four of the last five games they have played.
However, against Towson on Sunday, JMU
seemed to struggle with leaving men on base.
“We had something going and we kept
fighting but hats off to them, that was their
best pitcher,” McFarland said. “We tried to
get the pitch count up and that worked which
made them go to the bullpen.”

Heading into the last month of the season, JMU still feels the need to fix a few things
before the CAA Championships start May 20.
Husum added that the team needs to control
what they can control and play good defense.
“We need to win some ball games … limit
the errors and keep hitting,” redshirt junior
shortstop Chad Carroll agreed.
In Sunday’s loss, Carroll went 4-for-5 with
two runs and two RBIs. Carroll’s last at-bat
came in the bottom of the ninth inning with
two outs as he popped up to end the game.
JMU travels to Lynchburg, Virginia, to battle Liberty University on Tuesday and then to
Radford this weekend to take on the Highlanders in a two-game series. The Dukes will hope
to improve on their 1-15 record on the road.
contact Kevin Romm at
rommke@dukes.jmu.edu.

Malina Scacchi / contributing photographer

Freshman pitcher Eric Yankey winds up on the mound during Sunday afternoon’s 8-7 loss against Towson.
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Football | NCAA enforces discretionary time for the coming weeks
from page 10

The defense prevailed for the first series, but gave up a receiving
touchdown to Miller from sophomore quarterback Bryan Schor.
The offense held a 101-94 lead.
The defense stopped the offense on its next try, but then Schor
threw another touchdown inside the 10-yard line, this time to redshirt sophomore wide receiver Ishmael Hyman.
Bouncing back defensively on the very next play, redshirt freshman cornerback Rhasheed Jiles intercepted junior Daniel Schiele,
listed as tight end, on an unsuccessful trick play.
The next series included another stop by the defense, although
the offense gained a couple of first downs. The score remained in
the offense’s favor at 119-105.
The fifth scenario featured goal line situations and created a
second-and-goal at the defense’s four-yard line. A touchdown or
a defensive stop was worth six points each.
In the four series, the defense didn’t stop the offense. Rushing
touchdowns were scored by junior running back Khalid Abdullah, Woods and Schor. Etheridge threw a touchdown to redshirt
sophomore wide receiver Logan Boyd. The offense extended its
lead to 143-105.
The final scenario was the two-minute drill. The offense was
pushed back to its own 30-yard line and was given 1:40 to score a
touchdown with one timeout left. The final play of the spring game
was a 20-yard pass from Schor to junior wide receiver Brandon
Ravenel for a touchdown, after which the team celebrated in the
end zone and ran to locker room, winning 161-117.
On all aspects, Withers believes his team is better prepared compared to the previous year due to a lack of time to interact with the
team a year ago.
“Last spring, there was a laundry list of things, and I didn’t know
many of the players last spring,” Withers said. “I didn’t know what
kind of competitors were here, so I think I know a lot more about
each individual and competitor and that type of deal. I feel like we
can get guys to do the things we want to do better, because we know
them better this time of year.”
The spring game serves as a glimpse into the future for the Dukes.
“I start looking at guys like that we were hoping were able to do
something this year…,” Withers said. “Are they yet? No, but they can
go into the summer knowing that if they’ll continue to grow, they’ll
be there to help us play and win games.”
For the next couple of weeks, the NCAA enforces discretionary
time for players, so they will be forced to workout on their own.
After that, a 10-week training program will take place until the third
week of July. Freshman recruits will be coming in after June 15.
Once the program ends, the players will have two weeks to themselves, but report back on Aug. 9 to prepare for the season and the
Sept. 5 season opener against Morehead State University at home.
Contact Andre Haboush at habousaw@dukes.jmu.edu.

proffitt & Fraser |

Photos by erin williams / The Breeze

TOP In this year’s annual spring football game, the offense was victorious over the defense by a score of 161-117. BOTTOM LEFT Redshirt junior
cornerback Taylor Reynolds and sophomore safety Marcell Johnson embrace following a defensive play. BOTTOM RIGHT Redshirt senior kicker Ryan
Maglio gives the Duke Dog a pound.

Double Take

What do fans think of the NFL draft?
The draft takes away from more pertinent sports coverage
STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze

Monday, April 27, 2015. The final time you’ll
be subjected to reading a casual Monday
morning column by Ryan
Fraser and myself.
If anything, we hope
to have let you in on our
sports fanhood in simple,
yet challenging dialogue.
Our main goal of this
tiny weekly project was
to shoot the breeze, if you
will, on things sports fans may have on their
minds. We were never trying to change anyone’s opinion, just facilitate discussion. It’s
what brought the two of us together and I
hope that we possibly provided a conducive
forum for others’ thoughts and opinions.
This week, we’re talking about how ridiculous the NFL draft is. This year, it will take
place inside the Auditorium Theatre in lovely
Chicago. The house will be packed and most
everyone there in attendance and watching at
home will already know exactly what’s going
to happen.
Mock drafts are the bane of an existing
bane. ESPN’s Adam Schefter and company
spend months running up cellular data plans
and people’s electric bills hypothesizing over
draft picks. Not only does it suck the life out of

sports talk shows, but it hurts me even more
to know that other deserving sports are being
neglected coverage-wise.
Yes, draft picks in the NFL are very crucial
and arguably matter more than other sports,
but do we really need a countdown clicker
on every sports website denoting the seconds
until the first pick is chosen Thursday night?
And rounds two through seven? Who
cares? I would like to see a HBO special on the
guy who diligently watches all seven, drawnout rounds. Not to mention it takes three days
to complete this process, eating up crucial
athletic air time on a major network.
The Todd McShay’s and Mel Kiper’s have
truly become sports weathermen: just throwing out info and hoping it bodes well.
All I want is a world where sports coverage
is fair, for the most part equally distributed
(not completely NFL saturated) and not
hypothetical on which snapback hat Jameis
Winston will put on Thursday night. Is that
too much to ask?
Thank you all for giving Fraser and myself
the light of day every Monday morning for
the past few weeks. It truly means a lot to me
and him to have made this fun and mildly
interesting to our audience.
Now go argue about sports, people.
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffittjs@gmail.com

There’s no need for this much coverage of the draft
RYAN FRASER
The Breeze

Wow, the last Double Take. It’s been my privilege to write for The Breeze and I’d like to thank
everyone there for letting
me write this year.
We end where we started,
the NFL, more specifically the NFL draft. I will bet
money that the lead story
on SportsCenter on Friday
morning won’t be the NBA
playoffs or the big fight. No,
once again we’ll be having
breaking news updates on how the left guard
from San Juan Valley State will be picked up by
the Detroit Lions. If there’s anything that shows
how powerful the NFL is, the NFL draft is it.
I actually slightly enjoy the NFL draft. I’m
a much bigger college fan than I am NFL and
when I get to see all those kids reach their
dreams they’ve had since they played Pop
Warner, I think it’s a fascinating sight to see.
Seeing how they’ll fit into systems and who
will be teammates with whom is a great game
to play. After this weekend and for the next four
months, fans will believe their teams will be a
contender because of who they picked up in
the draft.
But good Lord, people. Can we tone down
the hype for, like, six minutes? Is there really

that much of a need to be this focused on these
players all the time? Going off of what I already
said, the attention is suffocating. It’s a shame
too with all these other sporting events going
on right now. NHL and NBA playoffs, MLB
in the beginning of its season, the Kentucky
Derby and the Pacquiao-Mayweather fight,
but b-roll footage of the grocery store where
Jameis Winston stole those crab legs is what
I see on TV.
Making things worse is the coverage of the
draft itself. It’s one thing if we’re breaking
down the players’ college games and seeing
their pro potential (watch Winston on John
Gruden’s QB Camp on ESPN, it’s pure gold).
However it’s quite another thing when they
are doing debates on whether or not it’s OK for
Winston and Mariotta to stay at home instead
of going to the draft in Chicago. Are you serious? The next segment was, what does the NFL
have to do to fix the draft so people will show
up. Are they living in a vacuum?
There’s no need for this much attention
and no purpose. If you’re the NFL Network,
that’s cool because well, NFL is in its channel name, but to ESPN and others — let’s
tame it back a bit please. Show me Steph
Curry highlights, not footage from HarvardYale and how the strong safety is doing.
Contact Ryan Fraser at
fraserrc@dukes.jmu.edu

COMING SOON
Now Hiring!
Summer Marketing Positions
Shift Supervisors
Chefs
email resumes to

applications.saladcreations@gmail.com
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Attention Lifeguards

Massanutten Resort is Training and Hiring!
Part-time & Seasonal Positions

Stop in or apply online

www.MassResortJobs.com
Instructor Classes available.
Lifeguard training is on-going.

Moving out at
the end of the
semester?

Let Blue Ridge Hospice help with
those items you no longer need.

Lifeguard Instructor and Water
Safety Instructor Training
starts soon.

For class information, call
(540) 289-4987 or visit
massresort.com/aquatics

Accepting Donations of:
Clothing •
Household Items
Furniture • Books

U Stor It

Student Summer Storage Special

Donation Hours:

Serving JMU Students and Faculty for Over 35 Years!

Monday – Saturday, 10-4

To arrange pick-up of furniture or
other large items, please call:
(540) 327-0402

182 Neff Avenue • Harrisonburg
(540) 217-0337 • blueridgehospice.org

Mini Stor It

190 E. Mosby Rd. Harrisonburg

(Located across from Kline’s on South Main St.)
FREE T-SHIRT FOR FIRST 100 STUDENTS!

-Closest to JMU
-24 Hour Security
-Low Prices
-Phone Answered 24 Hours

-Completely Fenced & Well-Lit
-Fire Rated Buildings
-Climate Control Units Available
-Office & Resident Manager

Rent Your Own Storage Space!

433-1234 433-STOR

U-Stor-It

U-Lock-It

U-Keep The Key

ministorit.com
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WAIVED APPLICATION • WAIVED ACTIVITY FEE
WAIVED SECURITY DESPOSIT • A DEFERRED REDECORATION FEE

SIGN NOW WITH COPPER BEECH
2015-2016 HOUSING
410 Copper Beech Circle
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

(540) 438-0401
harrisonburg@cbeech.com

